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glue, scraps of soap5 bits of string, etc., without ever having been
able to make up his mind to tidy it.
He now sorted out its contents and threw away the useless or
broken articles. On the same day he discovered in a drawer at
home his fountain-pen which he had been unable to find for
months. Thus he had in a symbolic way looked into his mother's
body and restored it, and had also found his penis again. But
the drawer also represented his own body; and his now less in-
hibited impulse to become acquainted with its contents found
expression, as the course of his analysis showed, in a much greater
co-operation on his part in analytic work and in a deeper insight
into his own difficulties. This deeper insight was the result of an
advance in the development of his ego which followed from this
particular piece of analysis of his threatening super-ego. For,
as we know from our experience with children, especially very
young ones, analysis of the early stages of super-ego formation pro-
motes the development of the ego by lessening the sadism of the
super-ego and the id.
But what I wish to draw attention to here, in addition to this
fact, is the connection, which is observable over and over again
in analysis, between a diminution of anxiety on the part of the
ego in respect of the super-ego and an increased capacity in the
child to become acquainted with its own intrapsychic processes
and to control them more efficiently through his ego. In the
present instance tidying represented making an inspection of intra-
psychic reality. When John tidied his drawer he was tidying his
own body and separating his own possessions from the tilings he
had stolen out of his mother's body, as well as separating 'bad'
faeces from 'good' faeces, and 'bad5 objects from 'good3 ones. In
doing this John likened the broken, damaged and dirty things
to the 'bad' object, cbad' faeces and 'bad' children, in accordance
with the workings of the unconscious, where the damaged object
becomes a 'bad' and dangerous one.
In that John was now able to examine the different objects and
see what use could be made of them or what damage they had
suffered, and so on, he showed himself as daring to face the
imagined havoc wrought by his super-ego and id; that is> he was
carrying out a test by reality. This enabled his ego to function
better in making decisions about what the things could be used
for, whether they could be repaired or should be thrown away,
and so on; Hs super-ego and id were at the same time brought
more into harmony and thus could be better dealt with by the
stronger ego.
In this connection I should like to return once more to the
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